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COODE STREET FERRY 

Grievance 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [10.07 am]: My grievance is to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 
for Transport. In doing so, I speak in support of the reinstatement of the Coode Street ferry service, about which, 
as members will be aware, I have spoken in the past. First, I will talk about ferries in general.  

Perth should have a decent ferry service. Brisbane has left us in its wake, and I think that is disappointing. The 
Swan River is probably the second biggest waterway in Australia after Sydney Harbour. Sydney Harbour has a 
magnificent ferry service. Some years ago, Brisbane decided to do something similar. I have looked at the ferry 
service in Brisbane. Brisbane identified areas of population and sites where jetties would be built, jetties that I 
think cost about $1 million each to build. It then built ferries that were designed to be fast; they had a low draft 
so that they skimmed over the water. Bus transport was then arranged to take people who did not live close to the 
river to the ferry terminals. I also believe that free transport was offered in the initial stages of the ferry service, 
which I think is important. If a new mode of transport for commuters is introduced, those commuters need to be 
convinced not to take the traditional mode of transport that they have used for some time. Brisbane now has a 
very popular ferry service. I am sure that it runs at a loss, as do all public transport services. 

I think Perth should catch up with Brisbane. I have seen the new development at East Perth. Burswood Casino is 
the biggest tourist attraction in Western Australia. If Burswood were in any other part of the world, sitting on the 
banks of an expansive body of water like the Swan River, it would have a jetty and a ferry service for tourists 
staying at the casino or in the city to visit other destinations in Perth. What have we got in Perth? We have got 
nothing. For too long we have sat on our hands. There was an attempt made under the Court coalition 
government in the 1990s to bring in a ferry service. I do not think it was well managed; as a consequence that 
service fell by the wayside. There is, therefore, only one ferry service for commuters in Perth; that is, the 
traditional Mends Street ferry. One of the boats was recently named after a very good friend of mine and former 
colleague of most members of this place: the late Phillip Pendal.  

Today I want to talk about another jetty in South Perth: Coode Street jetty. There used to be a ferry service at 
Coode Street and residents in my electorate say they used to use that service. However, in 2005, the then 
minister, the member for Armadale, closed down that service. At that time the service ran from September to 
April and ended on 1 May. In that year it ended and is no longer in operation. The minister gave a number of 
reasons for closing down that ferry service; one was that not enough people used it.  

I was at a meeting this morning at which the Mayor and the chief executive officer of the City of South Perth 
were in attendance. They both agreed with me that the Coode Street ferry service was the best kept secret in 
Perth; no-one knew it was running. I had lived in South Perth for 15 years and did not even know the Coode 
Street ferry was running. How can we expect people to catch a ferry if we do not tell them about it? I recently 
sent out letters to more than 2 500 residents in the precinct around Coode Street. I had a phenomenal response 
from those people, who said that they want the government to bring back the ferry service and that they would 
use it. I received a letter from the Minister for Transport recently that indicated his advisers were not that keen 
on it, as they did not believe there was a big enough demand. They also pointed out that there was a deal of 
expense involved, which I will ask the parliamentary secretary to comment on today. I know that times are tough 
and the purse strings have been tightened, but transport is a service that the government need not run for profit. 
Many environmental benefits can be had from using ferries. They get people off the roads. People cannot afford 
to park their cars in the city any more anyway, given the way that the price of parking has gone up. We want 
people to use public transport. We do not necessarily want them all to go into the city in buses. If we can 
encourage people to use ferries, it is a much more environmentally friendly way of getting them to commute to 
their jobs. 

In the letter to me from the Minister for Transport, he indicated that sometime this year a study would be 
conducted to actively examine and review the progress of development adjacent to the river at key sites for ferry 
opportunities. Obviously, the department might look at what Brisbane has done in that regard and find out where 
the nodes of population are for the use of jetties and ferries. However, the ferry would not be used if it were of 
the type on the Mends Street run because it would be too slow. There is a great shipbuilding industry in 
Cockburn Sound that could be used to create employment and build fast ferries that skim across the top of the 
water. These ferries do not create a lot of wash and they transport people at a much faster speed than the speed 
that the traditional old Mends Street ferry runs at.  

I ask the parliamentary secretary today for his assurance, in this investigation into the possibility of ferry 
transport, that the Coode Street jetty and the Coode Street ferry service will be included in that survey. I ask that 
because another reason people did not use the Coode Street ferry was that there was no shelter on the jetty, and 
when it rained people got drowned before they even got onto the ferry. I think that the previous government or 
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previous governments let the ferry service run down. Something needs to be done about that. This is an issue that 
is close to the heart of a lot of people who live in that part of my electorate.  

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.14 am]: I thank the member for South 
Perth for raising an important issue—an issue on which I have similar views to the member for South Perth. He 
is correct that under the previous Liberal-National government the Premier Richard Court was very keen on 
improving the ferry system in Western Australia. I believe some nodes were looked at, including at Burswood, at 
the Old Swan Brewery, at the University of Western Australia, at Applecross and also, I believe, at the Tawarri 
Reception Centre, Dalkeith. The advice at the time was that it was not commercially viable. Perhaps it is time for 
another look to be taken at the Coode Street ferry, including the point the member for South Perth made about a 
faster ferry. One of the aspects that people consider when taking a ferry is the time the journey takes. Ferries 
need to be faster. The member for South Perth also made a very good point about the wash. There cannot be a 
big wash, because one of the problems that the Swan River Trust has is the very expensive cost of maintaining 
the walls around the river. The member for South Perth is correct that in 2005 the Public Transport Authority 
decided to discontinue the weekday summer ferry service to Coode Street jetty in South Perth. It did that on the 
basis that there was a very low patronage from the jetty. The member for South Perth was advised of that by the 
minister. The Public Transport Authority pointed out that the resources that were used on that leg were 
redirected to the Mends Street leg. That service therefore has improved. The PTA also pointed out that the jetty 
at Coode Street did not comply with disability services legislation and would have required in excess of 
$1 million worth of work. I appreciate the member for South Perth’s point that $1 million worth of work would 
be well served. 

I recall as a young lad catching the ferry from Coode Street jetty when I lived in Mill Point Road with my 
parents. I was probably six or seven years old at the time. It was a very good service then and I enjoyed 
travelling on ferries, as all young people do. Perhaps the member for South Perth is right when he says that the 
ferry service at Coode Street was not well publicised at the time and that perhaps now is the time for the ferry to 
be reconsidered. It may be, in the analysis, that an expanded ferry network, including the inclusion of Coode 
Street, is not financially viable. The member for South Perth made a very good point that that should not mean 
that we discount it for that reason and that we should probably consider it from a policy point of view.  

Mr P. Papalia: All public transport is subsidised 70 per cent by taxpayers.  

Mr W.R. MARMION: That is correct. 

Mr P. Papalia: So are you talking about even more of a subsidy?  

Mr W.R. MARMION: I think we have to consider it. In the mix of rail and other modes of transport that we 
support, perhaps the poor cousins are the ferries. I understand, as the member for South Perth pointed out, that 
the minister is reviewing the whole system. There will be a midyear review and I have asked him whether he will 
include the Coode Street jetty in that review. I have been advised that he will ensure the review includes a study 
of the Coode Street service and its possible reintroduction. He will obviously await a report from the PTA on the 
merits of such a service. 

Before I close, I join the Premier in acknowledging a former resident in the member for South Perth’s electorate 
who, unfortunately, passed away: Max Shean. He was not only a war hero, but also a yachting hero. He won the 
Parmelia Yacht Race in 1979, which celebrated the 150th anniversary of the founding of Western Australia. On 
behalf of all the people in my electorate of Nedlands and all the yachties who reside in Nedlands, I pass on my 
deepest condolences to Max Shean’s family, including Ruth Shean and his son-in-law, Mike Daube.  

The member has my support. I am happy to meet with the minister and I hope that in the future the Coode Street 
jetty is opened up. I would like to be there on the day that the ferries operate again and to join the member for a 
ferry trip. I will take the matter up with the minister and I am sure that it will get due consideration.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: What about my pylon? 

Mr W.R. MARMION: That is in the wrong electorate! 
 


